London limo crackdown success for
authorities
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The latest crackdown on unsafe, uninsured and unlicensed vehicles in the capital has
seen over 70 penalties dished out to rogue operators and drivers of unsafe limousines
and novelty vehicles. Half of these were issued to drivers of unroadworthy vehicles.
Operation Kansas, a joint initiative between TfL, the Vehicle and Operators Services Agency
(VOSA) and the TfL funded Safer Transport Command (STC) from the Metropolitan Police
Service (MPS) and City of London Police, launched at the beginning of March to step up
enforcement against illegal luxury or novelty cars that have increasingly become part of the
capital’s nightlife.

In the first month of operation there were penalties and prohibitions issued for a range of
offences including using the vehicle for hire or reward without an appropriate licence, operating
with defects that deemed the vehicle not roadworthy and for overloading the vehicle. Seventy
limousines were checked by enforcement officers in central London over the three weekends
of operation, with eight drivers penalised for not having the correct insurance or licence. There
were also four limousines confiscated and impounded for unauthorised use of a vehicle (no
operator’s licence).
TfL’s Commissioner, Peter Hendy CBE, said: “These vehicles present danger to anyone who
uses them, and we are determined to deal with anyone who puts Londoners safety at risk. In
many case they are unsafe and uninsured.”
The dedicated joint team conducting the operation are part of a sustained crackdown by TfL
and its policing partners, who continuously carry out enforcement operations such as roadside

stop-checks on sub-standard vehicles which put passengers and other road users at risk.
These operations are all part of TfL’s efforts to ensure the safety and security of the travelling
public, especially with the London 2012 Games fast approaching.
The importance of these operations in the run-up to Games time was highlighted and
championed by Sarah Bell, Traffic Commissioner for Western England and lead Commissioner
for the Olympic and Paralympic Games: “The Traffic Commissioners for Great Britain have
expressed their disquiet over the existence of unlicensed limousines and novelty vehicles for
many years. Unlicensed vehicles are highly likely to be unsafe such that they pose a real
danger to the safety of passengers as well as other road users. We welcome this high profile,
targeted operation in advance of the Games, not only to remove these rogue operators and
drivers from the road but also in raising the awareness of unsuspecting members of the public
who book them. Members of the public are strongly advised to insist on seeing the operator’s
licence or local authority licence before proceeding with any booking “
Despite significant progress over recent years illegal limos, cabs and private hire vehicles
remain a high priority for TfL as they are a danger to the public, especially as they operate
around the capital’s night life.
VOSA’s Director of Operations Alex Fiddes said: ”Limousines which are not licensed can be a
serious risk to the public. If a limousine company does not have an Operator’s Licence and is
not registered for private hire with a local authority then there is a risk that the driver may not
hold the correct licence, any insurance could be invalid and it might not be constructed or
maintained to a safe standard. This series of checks has taken a number of unsafe vehicles off
of London’s roads.”
Commander Adrian Hanstock, MPS Safer Transport Command, said: “Operation Kansas is
a clear example of how we work in partnership with TfL and VOSA, to crackdown on illegal
private hire vehicles in the Capital. We are committed to ensuring the safety of Londoners and
will continue to target those who operate illegal private hire vehicle through regular police
enforcement.

